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: The BILL PR the better. Ae the” Night! 
bers 1 atch aud Bedels within the to Pariſhes © 
F. James and . George Hanover: — wag Wil! 3 
In n the W Tek the ie a. We 


n 


was by ſeyeral Grants from the Crown, and by Immemorial Uſage, in the 


. Officers, and in the Courts to them belonging. 


That upon the Foundation of the Dean and Chapter, in he Secbyd of Queen 


15 abet h, ſhe, by her Charter, granted them the ame ta mmunities, Priyileges and 


Powers which the Abbot and Convent had before enjoyed, and 1 008 the 
Dean. and Chapter continued to uſe and exerciſe the ſame, and (as the Abbot and 


7 had done before) appointed a High- Steward, with Power for him to make 


1 Deputy y to hold the Courts-Leet and Burgeſs-Court with the Burgeſſes 
Aſliſtants for the 80 Government of the ſaid . and 1 and eee 
the Peace thereof. e 0009 I 

„That in the 27th Meer * St Ebzabeth, an "wy wal made for. the e gol 
Goyernment of the ſaid City and Borough of "Weſtminſter, by which it appears 
that the ſaid City and Borough had been of old time ſevered liſts twelye Piſtrict 
Diviſions or Wards, and each of thoſe tuelve Wards had been governed by: their 


"Corll 339 7 loaf 


"ih ; H E 3 of the ne of Jen fer an ar the Liberties + age 
. Abbot and Convent of ee 0h, and was executed in all times by their 


proper per Officers, in the faid Act termed Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants; for the” future 


appointing of which Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants, by the Authority of the Dean, H 1 
Steward, or his lawful Deputy, a Method is in that Ad preſcribed, and the 4 
* Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants ha ve ever fince, under the ſaid Dea, High Sera 


cputy, waere the ;faid 5 3 and mae in the — by he Nig a 0 48 5 
Urectee d. * if 316 oY . Df 
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Which manner of Caen dai Fey found 0 Beneficial 620 Gate to 
ie lahabitants, that as the ſaid City and Liberty encreaſed, and New Pariſhes wete 
pby Ads of Parliament ereated, Care hath been taken by the faid As to Conſtitute 
New Wards and New Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants for the e ee PR 5 
6 larly in 5 Caſe * Ass and S. J, F aire A 


--— *afT 5 Ss 
1 F : 


$ 55 * 1 aa, 4 4 b. 5 5 183205 345 40h As {+ 2: Tie" | NY ee N 1 . 5 8485 | 
- hide the Burge fer and Aﬀſitants IRR 55 the © ſaid, AA of yu of lachen, 
And by the ſaid dub Acts, are authorized by Virtue thereof to do and deal in 
all rhing; as Aldermens Deputies do, or may do, in the C ity of London ; and there is 
a further Proviſion made by the ſaid- Act, That all good Orders and Ordinances, made 
with the Afſent of the Burgeſſes or Aſpeftants, for or concerning the Government of 
. the Inhabitants of the ſaid City and Borough, not repusnant to the Ring 5 „ 
nor to the Laws of Saab of this Reaim, ſpall; 9 V rue of hat Act, Pal 
Force and Strength. 5 4 4 by: 
Tat in the Bur geſs· Court thus conſtituted be bliſhed by Ads of Pa Hament, 
all the Conſtables F this City and Liberty, and*th&Bedels thereof, have ever ſince 
been appointed, to whom the Care of the Nightly Watch hath been committed, 
under ſuch Re lations as the faid Court, 78 Nee particular Burgeſſes in the ſeveral 
Wards do dired. 7 
That by an Ac paſſed the ph of Charles II. it is [is inter al. = l That the 
additional Burgeſſes by that ould. time rralte ſuch 
 Ryles\an Orders for the K * 252 Watch 280 Ward ce hy ſald Pariſh of St. Anne, 
and for their Stations and Numbers of vr in each Ward, and other Matters 
relating thereto, as they ſhould think fit, _ hls the Puniſhing of the Infringers of 
: ſuch Rules and Orders as they migh t erb) that commit common A 
by the ſaid Act of the 27th of en jp 5 Au. + 
That yan Act of Parliament paſſed in the iſt Verb King ame ntitüled, 
e paige erecting @ neu Pariſh; to. be balled the, Par: ariſh of St ke within the 
Liberty 1 Weſtminſter, Power is giveri to the Dea Dt Tligl.Stewärd yearly, for 
ever after, to nominate and: elect : ditional Bui end two, Aſſeſtants. for the 
y the gther urgeſies and 


aid Pariſh, with the like Powers as” were exerciſed b 
Aſſiſtants of Weſtminſter; by, virtue ot the faid Act of the ayth bf E/ieaberh 
Under theſe Acts ey” Ordinances made by Virtuè thereof, the Burgeſs-Court hath 


Shift appointed the Conſtables, Bedels and Watchmen; and on February 13, 
1719. and on September 22 1720. certain other Orders or By-Laws were, by Virtus 


f the Act of the 27th of Elirabeth. made by the Dean, Hieh-Steward, and the Bas. 
Lelees and A. ant, whereby; the Nightiy Watch and the Number in every Ward 
and Pariſh Was aſcertained and regulated, and the Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants the 
Ws reſpective Wards were impowered to make and collect a Rate to ſupport the faid 
5 Watch, with other. Rules, len accounting for <0} Money aſſeſſed, and, 1 tlie good 
Government of the faid Watch. | | 
3 2 purſuance whereof, 2 3 Watch Was pp ted Gbr 9815 ait bertel 
Rates have been annually made by the Burgeſs-Count, and Accounts baye been 
e kept of all Montes collected in ithe feveral Pariſhes, arid thoſe Accounts | 
annually-audited. and examined, and kept by the Burgeſs-Colat, for the Satis= I 
0 of che Inhabitants. i 5 
by That under this Regulation the Inhabitants of We fminſter have thought en 
ſelves very fafe, and haye been ſo far frum complaining, either of the Charge or 
g Management thereof, that when ſeveral Attempts have been made, as particularly : 
in the Year, 1705, and i in the Year 1719 and 1720, Bills were brought into Parlia- _ 
ment, the I bitants.,petitioned. againiſt them, and thoſe Bills were r jected; the 
f 92 wees ; of the. ace and others who ſollicited the ſame, not being“ able to ſatisfy the 
_ then 12 intended by ſuch Bills Would be any Ways 
ul | ; yorſtal af II » 22107 i 399 [9G 119 219700 $6.37) 
hat thi et ing before this Honourable out Uittret) 2 the 
5 B48 0 fan their Right to the Appointment and Government of the Bedels 
and + new a Right which they haye exerciſed Time immemorial, without the 
leaſt Blame or Imputation ; and altho the prefent Bill does not charge them with 
any Misbehaviour or Abuſe of their Power, yet it veſſs all that Power in the Veſtry of 
the two Pariſhes, who are an uncertain and fluctuating Body of Men, and have no 
ular Courts. or Meetings as the Burgeſs+Court hath, Where all Complaints, in 
To to the Bedels and Watchmen, may be, and conſtantly are, examined into, and 


Grievances redreſſed. 
all G 7 88 BS. EY 


5 34 
That as there have not been nor can be any Complaints againſt the Burgeſs-Court 
in the Execution of this their antient Power; ſo, on the Contrary, it can be made 
appear, that the /elect Yeſtry of at leaſt one of theſe Pariſhes who are now graſping 
at this Power, have either misbehaved themſelves, or at leaſt ſhewn themſelves 
imprudent in the Exerciſe of their Authority of ap ointing Church-Wardens, Col- 
lectors or Overſeers, by appointing inſufficient Perfons for thoſe Offices, by whoſe 
Imbezzlement of the Pariſh-Money, the Pariſh has been defrauded and obliged to be 
re- aſſeſſed for the making good ſeveral conſiderable Sums of Money. 7 
And as to the other Pariſh, viz. that of St. George, Hanover-Square, ſo lately erected 
a Regulation of the Watch was actually made by the Veſtry, together with the Bur- 
geſſes, and an Order of that Veſtry made thereupon in the Year 1727, eſtabliſhing 
thirty-two Watchmen and four Bedels for that Pariſh; in purſuance of which, the 
Burgeſſes were ready to have done their Duty, but the Veſtry ſoon afterwards 
annulled their. ſaid Order, and many of the Inhabitants refuſed to pay the Watch 
Rate, and ſet up a Watch called an Inbabitant Watch, which conſiſts of about the 
Number of tern or ſixteen, and therefore the Burgeſſes could appoint no more than 
thirteen as a Nightly Watch, which was as much as the Money collected would pay. 
This Innovation of an Inhabitant Watch has been and is likely to be attended 
with many Inconveniencies, ſuch Watchmen not being ſubject, to the Command of 
the Conſtables; but on the contrary, have frequently refuſed to be Aſſiſtant to 
them in keeping the Peace, and in ſecuring Diſorderly or Suſpicious Perſons, althoo 
they have been required ſo to do by the Conftable of the Night, and even * the 
a High Conſtable himſelf on going his Rounds in the ſaid Pariſh, : 
The much greater Number of 8 Inhabitants do humbly ap prehend this Bill to be 
Mr highly prejudicial to them, who are unwilling that the Be. ſhould be lodged in 
the Veſtry, and taken from the Burgeſs- Court, who have been all along intruſted 
with the Nomination of Ward Officers and the Regulating the Watch, and muſt be 
ſuppoſed to be molt able to do Juſtice in the Neighbourhood Where they live, both 
as to the appoipting of thoſe Officers, and conducting them in the Execution of their 
Office, and the rather for that it is manifeſt the Burgeſſes have, to the Satisfaction of 
the Inhabitants, hitherto. beſtowed their Time, and are at a great Expence, to 
diſcharge this Part of their Office, and it doth not, nor can it be made appear, that 
they ever received any other Benefit for their Pains and Trouble but the Satisfaction 
of 90s the Liberty, and: reſerving the Peace thereof, of which there have been 
no 125 uſt Complaints; nor do 55 Petitioners for the Bill alledge any one againſt them; 
the Burgeſles are actually, by the By-Laws, obliged to make good any Loſs 
Thi may happen in the Collection of the Watch-Money, without any Allowance 
or Reward whatſoever to themſelves; And altho? the Petitioners for the Bill have 
applied to the other Veſtries in the Liberty which are Seven in Number, and par- 
ticularly to their Mother-Church of St. Martin, yet they are all fo well ſatisfied 
with the Conduct and Government of the Burgeſs-Coutt, that hey haye not one 
of them a joined with, the Hanes in; applying oy this Bill, | 


17 (TY OR [> ee * 
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The Petitioners Fin (whoo are Bandes 800 15h 0d Pari 0 humbly * 

ee, this Bill (which: is broaght in on be Petition of about 1 30, including 

_ the Gentlemen; of the tun Naſtries and their Dvpendant i, calculated meerly to 
give new Powers to the Select Veſtries, and 9 Deſtroy Right. of bor 
D and SAND and. the Burgeſs-Coutr of Weftminfter) Nt: 
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